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The implications of the Animism (Psychological Theory) theory of religion
●	 Holistic Learning:	Animism	encourages	a	holistic	approach	 to	 learning,	where	 the	environment	

and	all	its	elements	are	seen	as	interconnected.	This	can	foster	a	deeper	respect	for	nature	and	the	
world	around	us,

	 promoting	environmental	education	and	sustainability.

● Experiential Learning:	Animistic	beliefs	often	emphasize	direct	experience	and	interaction	with	the	
natural	world.	This	can	translate	into	educational	practices	that	prioritize	hands-on,	experiential	
learning	activities,	which	are	known	to	enhance	understanding	and	retention.

● Cultural Sensitivity: Understanding	 animism	 can	 help	 educators	 appreciate	 and	 integrate	
indigenous	knowledge	systems	and	cultural	practices	into	the	curriculum.	This	promotes	cultural	
sensitivity	and	inclusivity,	enriching	the	learning	experience	for	all	students.

●	 Moral and Ethical Development:	 Animism	 often	 involves	 ethical	 considerations	 regarding	 the	
treatment	 of	 all	 beings	 and	 objects.	 This	 can	 be	 leveraged	 to	 teach	 students	 about	 empathy,	
respect,	and	ethical	behavior	towards	others	and	the	environment.

●	 Narrative and Storytelling:	 Many	 animistic	 cultures	 use	 stories	 and	 myths	 to	 explain	 natural	
phenomena	and	teach	moral	lessons.	Incorporating	storytelling	into	education	can	make	learning	
more	engaging	and	memorable,	helping	students	to	connect	with	the	material	on	a	deeper	level.

●	 Interdisciplinary Learning:	 Animism’s	 integration	 of	 spiritual,	 natural,	 and	 social	 elements	 can	
encourage	interdisciplinary	learning.	For	example,	combining	science	with	ethics,	literature,	and	
social	studies	can	provide	a	more	comprehensive	understanding	of	complex	topics.

●	 Emotional and Spiritual Growth: Recognizing	 the	 spiritual	 essence	 in	 all	 things	 can	 support	
emotional	 and	 spiritual	 growth	 in	 students.	 This	 can	 be	 particularly	 beneficial	 in	 creating	 a	
supportive	and	nurturing	learning	environment	that	addresses	the	whole	child.

●	 Critical Thinking and Open-Mindedness: Exploring	 animistic	 beliefs	 can	 challenge	 students	 to	
think	critically	about	different	worldviews	and	 foster	open-mindedness.	This	can	enhance	 their	
ability	to	consider	multiple	perspectives	and	develop	well-rounded,	critical	thinking	skills.

●	 Community and Collaboration:	Animism	often	emphasizes	community	and	the	interconnectedness	
of	 all	 life.	 This	 can	 be	 reflected	 in	 educational	 practices	 that	 promote	 collaborative	 learning,	
teamwork,	and	a	sense	of	community	within	the	classroom.

THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE ANIMISM (PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORY) 
THEORY OF religion
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● Resilience and Adaptability:	By	learning	to	see	the	world	through	an	animistic	lens,	students	may	
develop	greater	resilience	and	adaptability.	Understanding	that	everything	has	a	spirit	or	essence	
can	help	students	appreciate	the	value	of	all	experiences,	both	positive	and	negative,	and	learn	
from	them

●	 The	animism	theory	of	the	origin	of	religion	is	relevant	to	classroom	learning	because	it	provides	
a	foundational	understanding	of	how	early	human	societies	developed	religious	beliefs,	allowing	
students	to	explore	the	concept	of	spirituality	in	diverse	cultures,	analyze	the	relationship	between	
humans	and	their	environment,	and	critically	examine	the	evolution	of	religious	ideas	throughout	
history,	promoting	a	broader	perspective	on	different	belief	systems.	

The	implications	of	the	theory	of	Evolutionary	Adaptation-the	Sociobiological	theory	of	religion.
The	theory	of	the	evolutionary	origin	of	religion	states	that	religious	beliefs	and	practices	evolved	in	man	
as	an	adaptive	trait-to	promote	social	cohesion,	group	survival,	and	cooperation.	This	theory	will	have	
several	 implications	for	classroom	learning,	especially	 in	subjects	related	to	psychology,	anthropology,	
sociology,	and	religious	studies.	Here	are	some	key	points:

1. Encouraging Critical Thinking:
The	evolutionary	perspective	on	 religion	 invites	 students	 to	 reason	over	 the	origins	 and	 functions	of	
belief	systems.	Indeed,	instructors	may	invite	students	to	consider	whether	religious	beliefs	are	strictly	
cultural	or	could	be	innate,	biologically	based.	This	can	be	a	good	avenue	to	foster	open-mindedness	and	
intellectual	curiosity.	

2. The theory touches on a number of disciplines:	 biology,	psychology,	 anthropology,	 and	 sociology.	
The	teachers	will	be	able	to	make	interdisciplinary	links	to	show	how	the	religious	phenomenon	may	be	
understood	from	many	perspectives.	This	holistic	approach	can	make	the	lessons	more	interesting	and	
relevant	to	their	general	learning	experience.

3. Encouraging Inclusivity and Respect for All Beliefs:
	Research	into	the	biological	origins	of	religion	can	be	used	to	underscore	the	universality	of	religious	
phenomena	across	cultures.	This	can	be	elaborated	upon	in	the	classroom:	teachers	can	tell	students	
that,	in	some	instances,	religious	behaviors	may	have	served	to	increase	group	cohesion,	a	phenomenon	
with	an	obvious	value	to	human	communities.	This	might	cultivate	empathy	and	respect	for	a	diverse	
array	of	religious	beliefs	and	practices,	fostering	diversity	in	the	classroom.
	
4. Understanding Human Behavior:
This	theory	suggests	that	religion	may	arise	as	reinforcement	for	the	cooperation	actions.	In	the	classroom	
practice,	lecturers	can	tell	the	students	how	and	why	humans	form	society,	create	some	values,	as	well	as	
come	out	with	set	rules	that	the	society	observes.	A	deeper	understanding	from	this	insight	aids	students	
in	exploring	human	nature	while	showing	the	different	social	structures	created.
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5. Exploring The Role of cognitive biases
Evolutionary	theory	postulates	that	humans	might	be	predisposed	to	believe	in	supernatural	agents	or	
forces,	 given	 this	 helped	 our	 ancestors	make	more	 sense	 of	 the	world	 around	 them.	Discussions	 on	
cognitive	biases,	such	as	agent	detection	bias	and	how	these	biases	could	lead	to	religious	belief,	may	be	
integrated	into	the	teacher’s	approach.	In	this	respect,	students	will	be	informed	about	the	limitations	
of	human	cognition	and	the	way	our	brains	evolved	to	recognize	patterns,	which	could	extend	to	belief	
in	gods	or	spirits.

6. Challenging Assumptions in Religious Studies:
	Religious	studies	courses	address	the	theory	of	evolution	in	its	challenging	notion-that	religion	can	be	
understood	not	purely	as	a	sort	of	divine	or	transcendent	truth	but	rather,	part	of	human	evolution.	This	
reframes	the	approach	and	may	even	question	the	very	basis	of	belief	and	function	that	religion	plays	
within	societies,	inviting	further	thoughtfulness	regarding	the	role	and	relationship	that	exist	between	
biology,	culture,	and	spirituality.

7. Possible Ethical and Moral Implications:
Religion	might	be	viewed	as	an	evolved	characteristic	serving	group	cohesion;	thus,	it	will	be	a	significant	
tool	 through	which	educators	can	 introduce	 the	ethical	and	moral	 implications	of	 religious	behaviors	
deemed	positive	or	negative.	Moreover,	the	matter	of	social	justice,	morality,	conflict,	and	cooperation	
will	also	be	discussed	from	a	human	evolution	point	of	view	to	help	students	engage	in	critical	thinking	
about	how	religion	has	impacted	moral	development	and	social	values.

8. Implication for Teaching:
The	evolutionary	perspective	can	be	used	by	teachers	in	classroom	discussions	to	help	guide	how	they	
address	 controversial	 or	 sensitive	 topics	 that	 involve	 religion.	 By	 presenting	 the	 idea	 that	 religious	
behaviors	are	an	evolutionary	adaptation	rather	than	something	based	purely	on	tradition	or	revelation,	
educators	can	facilitate	a	classroom	environment	where	students	explore	religion	from	multiple	angles	
and	develop	their	own	reasoned	perspectives.

In	 all,	 using	 the	 evolutionary	 biological	 theory	 of	 religion	 in	 a	 classroom	 learning	 setting	would	 add	
much	to	students’	insight	into	human	behavior,	advance	their	critical	thinking,	and	facilitate	a	respectful	
approach	toward	diversity	of	beliefs.	This	may	also	form	a	good	starting	point	toward	delving	into	how	
biology,	culture,	and	society	intersect	to	elicit	intellectual	growth	and	thoughtful	inquiry.

 The implications of The Social/Functionalist Theory Durkheim  theory of religion
●	 Socialization:	Functionalist	theory	posits	that	religion	plays	a	crucial	role	in	socializing	individuals	

into	 the	norms,	 values,	 and	beliefs	 of	 a	 society.	 In	 the	 context	 of	 learning,	 religious	 education	
helps	transmit	cultural	heritage	and	moral	values	from	one	generation	to	the	next,	fostering	social	
cohesion	and	continuity.

●	 Moral Framework:	Religion	often	provides	a	moral	framework	that	guides	behavior	and	decision-
making.	Learning	within	a	religious	context	can	instill	a	sense	of	right	and	wrong,	helping	individuals	
develop	a	moral	compass	that	contributes	to	societal	order	and	stability.
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●	 Sense of Belonging:	Functionalists	argue	that	religion	fosters	a	sense	of	community	and	belonging.	
Religious	 education	 can	 create	 a	 shared	 identity	 and	 collective	 consciousness	 among	 learners,	
strengthening	social	bonds	and	promoting	group	solidarity.

●	 Emotional Support: Religion	 can	offer	 emotional	 comfort	 and	 support,	 especially	 during	times	
of	crisis	or	uncertainty.	Learning	about	religious	beliefs	and	practices	can	equip	individuals	with	
coping	mechanisms	and	a	sense	of	purpose,	contributing	to	psychological	well-being.

●	 Social Control:	Functionalist	theory	suggests	that	religion	acts	as	a	norm.	Religious	education	can	
reinforce	acceptable	behaviors	and	discourage	deviance,	thereby	maintaining	social	order.

●	 Cultural Transmission:	 Religion	 is	 a	 key	 vehicle	 for	 cultural	 mechanisms	 of	 social	 control	 by	
promoting	 conformity	 to	 societal	 transmission.	 Through	 religious	 education,	 individuals	 learn	
about	 their	 cultural	heritage,	 traditions,	 and	 rituals,	which	helps	preserve	 cultural	 identity	and	
continuity.

●	 Integration of Society:	Functionalists	believe	that	religion	helps	integrate	diverse	groups	within	a	
society	by	providing	common	beliefs	and	practices.	Learning	about	different	religious	traditions	
can	promote	mutual	understanding	and	tolerance,	contributing	to	social	harmony.

●	 Rites of Passage:	Many	religions	have	rites	of	passage	that	mark	significant	life	transitions	(e.g.,	
birth,	marriage,	 death).	 Religious	 education	 prepares	 individuals	 for	 these	 rites,	 helping	 them	
understand	 their	 significance	 and	 role	 in	 the	 life	 cycle,	 which	 reinforces	 social	 structure	 and	
stability.

●	 Conflict Resolution:	Religion	often	provides	principles	and	teachings	that	can	be	used	to	resolve	
conflicts.	 Learning	 about	 these	 principles	 can	 equip	 individuals	with	 tools	 for	 peaceful	 conflict	
resolution,	contributing	to	societal	stability.

●	 Enculturation:	Functionalist	theory	emphasizes	the	role	of	religion	in	the	process	of	enculturation,	
where	 individuals	 learn	and	 internalize	the	cultural	norms	and	values	of	their	society.	Religious	
education	is	a	key	aspect	of	this	process,	helping	individuals	become	well-adjusted	members	of	
their	community.

The implications of The Psychoanalytic Theory (Freud) of religion
●	 Unconscious Motivations:	Psychoanalytic	theory	suggests	that	much	of	human	behavior	is	driven	

by	unconscious	desires	and	conflicts.	In	the	context	of	religious	learning,	this	implies	that	individuals	
may	be	drawn	to	certain	religious	beliefs	or	practices	due	to	underlying	psychological	needs,	such	
as	the	need	for	security,	love,	or	moral	guidance.

●	 Role of Early Childhood Experiences:	 According	 to	 psychoanalytic	 theory,	 early	 childhood	
experiences	 significantly	 shape	 personality	 and	 behavior.	 Religious	 education	 during	 formative	
years	can	have	a	profound	impact	on	an	individual’s	spiritual	development	and	their	perception	
of	religious	concepts.	Positive	experiences	may	foster	a	healthy	religious	identity,	while	negative	
experiences	could	lead	to	religious	anxiety	or	aversion.

●	 Symbolism and Ritual:	Psychoanalytic	theory	emphasizes	the	importance	of	symbols	and	rituals	
in	expressing	unconscious	thoughts	and	emotions.	Religious	symbols,	stories,	and	rituals	can	serve	
as	powerful	tools	for	conveying	complex	spiritual	and	moral	lessons.	Understanding	the	symbolic	
meaning	behind	religious	practices	can	deepen	learners’	engagement	and	comprehension.

●	 Conflict Resolution:	Freud’s	theory	highlights	the	role	of	internal	conflicts,	such	as	those	between	
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the	id,	ego,	and	superego,	in	shaping	behavior.	Religious	teachings	often	address	moral	dilemmas	
and	ethical	conflicts,	providing	frameworks	for	resolving	internal	and	external	conflicts.	Learning	in	
religion	can	thus	help	individuals	navigate	their	inner	struggles	and	achieve	psychological	balance.

●	 Defense Mechanisms:	 Psychoanalytic	 theory	 identifies	 various	 defense	 mechanisms	 (e.g.,	
repression,	projection,	sublimation)	that	individuals	use	to	cope	with	anxiety	and	stress.	Religious	
beliefs	 and	 practices	 can	 serve	 as	 healthy	 defense	 mechanisms,	 offering	 comfort	 and	 coping	
strategies.	 Educators	 can	 be	 aware	 of	 these	 mechanisms	 and	 use	 them	 to	 support	 students’	
emotional	and	psychological	well-being.

●	 Transference and Projection: In	psychoanalytic	 terms,	 transference	 involves	projecting	 feelings	
about	 significant	 figures	 (e.g.,	 parents)	 onto	 others,	 such	 as	 religious	 leaders	 or	 deities.	
Understanding	this	dynamic	can	help	educators	recognize	how	students	might	project	their	feelings	
onto	religious	figures	and	use	this	insight	to	guide	their	learning	and	personal	development.

●	 Moral Development: Freud’s	 concept	 of	 the	 superego	 relates	 to	 the	 internalization	 of	 moral	
standards	and	societal	norms.	Religious	education	often	plays	a	key	role	in	the	development	of	the	
superego	by	instilling	moral	values	and	ethical	principles.	This	can	contribute	to	the	formation	of	a	
strong	moral	conscience	in	learners.

●	 Exploration of Taboos and Forbidden Desires:	Psychoanalytic	theory	delves	into	the	exploration	
of	 taboos	and	 repressed	desires.	Religious	narratives	often	address	 themes	of	 temptation,	 sin,	
and	redemption,	providing	a	safe	space	for	individuals	to	explore	and	understand	these	aspects	of	
human	nature.	This	can	lead	to	greater	self-awareness	and	personal	growth.

●	 Emotional Release:	 Religious	 practices	 such	 as	 confession,	 prayer,	 and	 communal	worship	 can	
provide	 opportunities	 for	 catharsis—emotional	 release	 and	 purification.	 Learning	 about	 these	
practices	can	help	individuals	understand	their	therapeutic	value	and	incorporate	them	into	their	
lives	for	emotional	well-being.

●	 Identity Formation:	 Psychoanalytic	 theory	 emphasizes	 the	 importance	 of	 identity	 formation,	
particularly	during	adolescence.	Religious	education	can	play	a	crucial	role	in	helping	individuals	
explore	and	solidify	their	spiritual	identity,	integrating	it	with	other	aspects	of	their	personality

The implications of The Theory of Rationalization (Max Weber) of religion
●	 Rationalization	encourages	more	structured	and	methodical	approaches	to	teaching	and	learning.	

In	classrooms,	this	might	manifest	in	standardized	curriculums,	assessments,	and	teaching	methods	
that	aim	to	quantify	and	measure	knowledge.	There’s	an	increasing	focus	on	efficiency,	outcomes,	
and	the	practicality	of	what	students	learn.

●	 As	 rationalization	 suggests	a	 shift	 toward	 logical	 and	 scientific	 thinking,	 the	 classroom	 learning	
environment	may	prioritize	evidence-based	educational	practices.	This	means	adopting	strategies	
and	approaches	supported	by	 research	 rather	 than	 tradition	or	 intuition.	 It	 could	 involve	using	
data	 analytics,	 testing,	 and	other	 empirical	methods	 to	 guide	 instruction	 and	 improve	 student	
outcomes.

●	 In	the	wake	of	rationalization,	there	may	be	a	move	away	from	religious	or	spiritual	influences	in	
the	classroom,	especially	 in	public	education	systems.	This	 secularization	process	could	 lead	 to	
more	neutral,	non-religious	curricula	that	focus	on	objective	facts	and	scientific	knowledge,	rather	
than	moral	or	religious	teachings
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●	 Rationalization	often	leads	to	the	prioritization	of	efficiency	in	all	spheres,	including	education.	This	
could	mean	a	focus	on	more	standardized	testing,	digital	learning	tools,	and	even	the	reduction	
of	classroom	time	for	activities	not	seen	as	directly	contributing	to	academic	achievement.	The	
traditional,	personalized,	or	community-oriented	aspects	of	education	might	 take	a	backseat	 in	
favor	of	more	efficient,	scalable	methods

●	 The	 rationalization	 process	 may	 promote	 critical	 thinking	 and	 self-reliance	 in	 students.	 In	 the	
classroom,	this	could	manifest	in	an	emphasis	on	teaching	students	how	to	think	critically,	analyze	
information,	 and	 solve	 problems	 independently—skills	 that	 align	 with	 rational	 and	 systematic	
thinking.	This	could	also	 lead	to	greater	autonomy	 in	how	students	approach	their	 learning,	as	
opposed	to	simply	adhering	to	established	traditions	or	teachings.

●	 On	 the	 downside,	 the	 rationalization	 of	 education	 could	 lead	 to	 a	 “dehumanization”	 of	 the	
classroom	experience.	With	a	focus	on	measurable	outcomes	and	efficiency,	there	is	a	risk	that	
students	may	be	viewed	as	numbers	or	data	points	 rather	 than	 individuals	with	unique	needs,	
emotions,	and	learning	styles.	Education	systems	may	become	more	impersonal	or	mechanized.

●	 Rationalization	also	ties	into	the	broader	trends	of	globalization	and	the	spread	of	standardized	
educational	practices	across	 the	world.	 This	 could	 lead	 to	a	uniformity	of	educational	 content,	
which	may	 undermine	 local	 or	 cultural	 educational	 traditions	 and	 perspectives.	 As	 classrooms	
become	more	 internationalized,	 there	 may	 be	 a	 shift	 toward	 a	 “one-size-fits-all”	 approach	 to	
learning.

The implications of The Cognitive Science Theory
1. Understanding Human Nature
Cognitive	science	theories	suggest	that	the	human	brain	has	evolved	to	be	predisposed	to	certain	cognitive	
patterns,	 including	 the	 tendency	 to	 anthropomorphize	 and	 ascribe	 agency	 to	 natural	 phenomena.	
Teaching	these	theories	can	help	students	understand	why	humans	across	cultures	have	created	religious	
beliefs	and	practices.	This	helps	in	building	a	broader,	more	inclusive	view	of	human	nature,	spirituality,	
and	worldview.

2. Critical Thinking and Inquiry
The	 introduction	 of	 perspectives	 of	 cognitive	 science	 can	 enhance	 critical	 thinking	 skills	 in	 students.	
By	 theorizing	 such	 concepts	 as	 hyperactive	 agency	 detection,	 when	 the	 brain	 detects	 agents	 in	 the	
environment	where	there	are	none,	or	theory	of	mind,	the	ability	to	attribute	mental	states	to	others,	
students	can	analyze	better	how	religious	beliefs	may	be	a	product	of	these	cognitive	theories.
●	 The	theory	highlights	the	universality	of	religious	concepts	across	cultures.
●	 It	emphasizes	how	cognitive	development	influences	religious	understanding.
●	 It	encourages	critical	reflection	on	the	cognitive	prejudices	that	shape	religious	belief.
●	 It	discusses	the	evolutionary	role	of	religion	in	fostering	social	cohesion	and	moral	behaviour.

 The implications of The Mythological Theory (Joseph Campbell)

The	mythological	 theory	 of	 the	 origin	 of	 religion	 explains	 that	 religion	 basically	 emanated	 from	 the	
mythological	beliefs	of	the	early	humans	wherein	gods,	spirits,	and	other	divine	forces	were	conceived	
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to	explain	natural	phenomena,	life	events,	and	human	experiences.	In	this	regard,	within	the	context	of	
classroom	learning,	the	theory	implies	the	following:

1. Allows for a Comparative Approach to Religion
The	mythological	theory	shows	the	need	to	compare	religious	myths	and	their	functions	among	different	
cultures.	This	can	be	helpful	in	schools	to	stimulate	students’	curiosity	regarding	how	similar	themes,	like	
creation,	afterlife,	and	intervention	of	the	gods,	manifest	themselves	in	various	religious	traditions.

It	also	makes	students	aware	of	the	common	experiences	of	man	as	shared	in	religion	and	at	the	same	
time	how	people	in	different	cultures	project	these	beliefs	uniquely.

2. Encourages Critical Thinking and Interpretation
The	use	of	cultural	and	psychological	perspectives	as	frameworks	for	studying	religious	myths	opens	the	
door	to	new	analyses	of	symbolic	meanings	behind	religious	stories,	rituals,	and	practices.

It	challenges	students	 to	 interpret	sacred	texts	and	religious	practices	not	 just	as	 literal	 truths	but	as	
symbolic	expressions	of	human	experience,	thus	probably	deepening	the	understanding	of	why	people	
create	meaning	through	religion.

3. Focus on Cultural Context
Mythological	 theory	 perhaps	 calls	 for	 an	 understanding	 of	 religious	 beliefs	 against	 their	 cultural	 and	
historical	background.	It	shall	help	the	students	appreciate	just	how	religion	has	shaped	social	standards,	
moral	codes,	and	communal	life.

In	 the	 classroom,	 this	may	 spark	discussions	 about	 how	 societies	 construct	 their	 respective	 religious	
systems	and	just	how	these	systems	evolve	over	a	period	of	time	according	to	the	cultural	needs	and	
environmental	factors.

4. Integration of Anthropology, History, and Psychology
The	mythological	theory	connects	to	anthropology,	history,	and	psychology;	thus,	it	is	interdisciplinary	
in	nature.	As	far	as	classroom	learning	goes,	this	theory	helps	bridge	subjects	to	foster	a	more	holistic	
approach	in	understanding	religion.

It	 prompts	 students	 to	 reflect	 upon	 how	 early	 humans	 used	myths	 in	 order	 to	 come	 to	 terms	with	
fears,	uncertainties,	and	questions	of	existence.	This	may	link	with	psychological	theories	regarding	the	
emergence	of	beliefs.

5. Promoting Respect towards Other Beliefs
Knowing	the	mythological	roots	of	religion	allows	for	empathy	and	respect	towards	other	belief	systems.	
Students	learn	that	religion,	in	its	many	forms,	is	a	human	response	to	the	mysteries	of	life,	and	these	
responses	can	vary	significantly	across	cultures.
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It	can	also	build	up	tolerance	and	open-mindedness	in	a	multicultural	classroom	by	highlighting	that	all	
religions	have	mythological	roots	and	serve	to	address	common	human	concerns.

6. Impact on Religious Education
Applied	to	religious	education,	the	theory	may	support	students	in	going	beyond	the	perception	of	religion	
as	a	static	doctrine	toward	understanding	 it	as	a	human	product	subject	to	modification	according	to	
historical	contingencies.	Again,	this	may	also	resist	rigid	conceptions	of	religious	truth	and	lead	to	more	
open	discussions	of	what	belief	and	faith	mean.
It	 could	 further	 enhance	 the	 study	 of	 the	 relationship	 between	 myth,	 ritual,	 and	 building	 religious	
communities,	features	that	are	crucial	in	religious	education.

7. Risk of Controversy
Introduction	of	the	mythological	theory	in	class	could	present	sensitive	discussions	with	respect	to	the	
nature	of	religious	truth.	For	students	with	deeply	held	religious	beliefs,	the	idea	that	the	origin	of	their	
religion	might	be	mythological	may	challenge	their	view.

Teachers	 should,	 therefore,	 be	 aware	of	 the	 students’	 religious	backgrounds	 and	ensure	 a	 respectful	
atmosphere	in	which	all	the	different	perspectives	will	be	listened	to	and	discussed	accordingly.

In	 using	 the	 mythological	 theory	 of	 religion’s	 origin	 to	 help	 students	 expand	 their	 knowledge	 and	
understanding	of	religions,	culture,	and	human	psychology,	care	is	to	be	observed	regarding	sensitivity	
towards	beliefs	and	diverse	perspectives.
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