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Further Reading

Dimensions of religion according to Ninian Smart

1. Ritual: This dimension involves the practices and ceremonies that are performed as part of religious
worship or observance. Rituals may include prayers, sacrifices, festivals, pilgrimages, and other formal
acts of devotion. For example, the Mass in Christianity or the Hajj pilgrimage in Islam.

2. Mythological: Myths refer to sacred stories that explain the origins of the world, the gods, or human
existence. These narratives often provide meaning and insight into the divine and the human condition.
Examples include the creation stories in the Bible or Hindu mythology.

3. Doctrinal: This dimension involves the teachings, beliefs, and philosophies that are considered
authoritative within a religion. It encompasses the religious worldview and the principles that followers
are encouraged to believe. For instance, the concept of the Trinity in Christianity or the teachings of the
Four Noble Truths in Buddhism.

4. Ethical: Ethics relates to the moral principles and codes of conduct that govern the behavior of
adherents. It involves how people should live their lives in accordance with the religion’s values, including
how they treat others, the environment, and themselves. Examples include the Ten Commandments in
Judaism and Christianity or the Five Precepts in Buddhism.

5. Experiencial: This dimension involves the personal, individual, and collective experiences of the divine
or the sacred. These might include mystical experiences, moments of profound insight, or feelings of
transcendence. It is the emotional and spiritual aspect of religious life.

6. Social Organization: This dimension refers to the way in which religion structures society and
community. It includes the hierarchy of religious leadership, the organization of religious institutions (like
churches, temples, mosques), and the role of religion in shaping social relationships and practices.

7. Material: The material dimension involves the physical aspects of religion, such as religious symbols,
sacred texts, art, architecture, and places of worship. These tangible objects and spaces serve to connect
people with the divine and often hold symbolic or spiritual significance.

Relationship between religion and science

e Creation and the Origins of Life

The question of how the universe and life originated is often at the heart of the religion-science
discussion. While science explains the origins of the universe through theories like the Big Bang and
the evolutionary process, religion offers creation myths and spiritual interpretations. The two can either
conflict or complement depending on one’s viewpoint.




e Ethics and Moral Questions

Science provides knowledge and technologies that can be used for good or ill, but religion offers moral
guidelines for how to apply this knowledge responsibly. Issues such as genetic engineering, cloning, and
artificial intelligence raise questions that science alone may not answer, but religious frameworks can
help guide ethical decision-making.

e The Role of Faith in Scientific Endeavors

Some religious thinkers view faith as a prerequisite for understanding deeper truths, suggesting that faith
and science are not opposites. This perspective sees scientific inquiry as a means to discover the divine
order, and scientific discoveries may inspire greater faith or spiritual understanding.




