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Further Reading
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION AND TECHNOLOGY

1. Conflict Model
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Description: The conflict model suggests that religion and science are in direct opposition to one
another, often because they make competing claims about reality. For instance, scientific discoveries
that challenge religious doctrines (e.g., the theory of evolution vs. creationism) can cause tension.
Example: The famous conflict between Galileo and the Catholic Church over the heliocentric theory
(the idea that the Earth orbits the Sun) in the 17th century is often cited as an example of religion
and science in conflict.

Key Idea: The conflict arises when science challenges or disproves religious beliefs, leading to a
perceived incompatibility.

. Independence Model (Non-Overlapping Magisteria)

Description: Proposed by Stephen Jay Gould, this model suggests that religion and science operate
in completely separate domains, each with its own methods and areas of expertise. Religion deals
with spiritual, moral, and existential questions, while science addresses empirical, factual, and
testable aspects of the world.

Key Idea: Science and religion don’t overlap, so they don’t conflict because they concern different
aspects of human experience. For example, science can tell us how the universe works, while
religion deals with why we exist.

Example: Religion may provide answers to questions about the meaning of life, while science
explains the mechanics of life’s processes.

. Dialogue Model

Description: The dialogue model promotes the idea that science and religion can engage in
meaningful dialogue and even complement each other. It suggests that both can contribute to
a deeper understanding of life and the universe. This model sees them as addressing different
dimensions of human experience.

Key ldea: Science and religion are not mutually exclusive; they can inform and enhance each other.
Religion can provide moral guidance for scientific endeavors, while science can offer insights that
challenge or deepen religious understanding.

Example: The discovery of the Big Bang theory, which describes the origin of the universe, was seen
by some religious thinkers as a way of understanding the “creation” of the universe from a scientific
perspective without necessarily contradicting religious beliefs about creation.

. Complementarity Model

Description: This model proposes that religion and science complement each other and can provide
a more comprehensive understanding of the world when combined. While science explains the
natural world, religion offers meaning, purpose, and moral guidance.

Key Idea: The two can coexist in harmony because they answer different types of questions. Science
explains how things happen, while religion explains why they happen, often providing a moral or
existential framework.

Example: Religious narratives about human purpose can coexist with scientific explanations of
human biology and evolution, with the two offering complementary insights.




=
KICD

vl

(<)}

. Integration Model

Description: In this view, science and religion are integrated into a unified understanding of reality.
The scientific method is seen as a way to explore the world created by a divine being, and religion
offers a spiritual framework within which scientific discoveries can be understood.

Key Idea: Science and religion work together to provide a holistic picture of existence. Scientific
progress is viewed as a way to understand the divine order, while religious principles may inspire
scientific inquiry.

Example: Some religious traditions, such as certain strands of Christianity, see scientific exploration
as a means of uncovering the wisdom and beauty of God’s creation.

. Science as a Spiritual Tool

Description: Some see science itself as a tool to better understand spirituality and the universe
from a religious perspective. Certain religious thinkers and scientists view the pursuit of scientific
knowledge as a form of worship or spiritual practice.

Key Idea: For those with this view, discovering the laws of nature or the origins of the universe
enhances their spiritual awe and reverence for the divine.

Example: Albert Einstein expressed that his scientific work was deeply connected to his spiritual
wonder at the complexity and beauty of the universe.

Common Areas of Interaction
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Creation and the Origins of Life

The question of how the universe and life originated is often at the heart of the religion-science
discussion. While science explains the origins of the universe through theories like the Big Bang and
the evolutionary process, religion offers creation myths and spiritual interpretations. The two can
either conflict or complement depending on one’s viewpoint.

Ethics and Moral Questions

Science provides knowledge and technologies that can be used for good or ill, but religion offers
moral guidelines for how to apply this knowledge responsibly. Issues such as genetic engineering,
cloning, and artificial intelligence raise questions that science alone may not answer, but religious
frameworks can help guide ethical decision-making.

The Role of Faith in Scientific Endeavors

Some religious thinkers view faith as a prerequisite for understanding deeper truths, suggesting that
faith and science are not opposites. This perspective sees scientific inquiry as a means to discover
the divine order, and scientific discoveries may inspire greater faith or spiritual understanding.

. Religion and Technology as Separate Realms

Description: In some perspectives, religion and technology are seen as operating in separate
spheres. Religion deals with existential questions, morality, and the spiritual realm, while technology
is concerned with improving the material world through innovation and practical application.

Key Idea: These two realms don’t necessarily intersect but can coexist, with technology providing
tools and solutions for human life, and religion offering guidance on how to live a moral and
meaningful life.

Example: A religious person may use technology in daily life (e.g., smartphones, computers) but see
religious practices (e.g., prayer, meditation) as separate from technological pursuits.
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2. Technology as a Tool for Religious Practice
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Description: Technology can enhance and transform religious practices and rituals. From the
printing press to the internet, advancements in technology have helped spread religious messages,
build communities, and enable virtual worship.

Key Idea: Religious institutions use technology to broaden their reach, connect with followers, and
share teachings more efficiently.

Example:

Social media and live-streaming: Many religious organizations use platforms like YouTube, Facebook,
or Zoom to broadcast services and engage with followers, particularly during events like holidays or
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Religious Apps: Apps for daily prayers, Bible reading, or meditation can help individuals maintain
their religious practices with the aid of modern technology.

. Technology and Religion: Moral and Ethical Questions

Description: As technological advancements raise new ethical dilemmas, religious perspectives are
often called upon to provide guidance. Issues like genetic engineering, artificial intelligence (Al),
and bioethics challenge religious values about life, identity, and the sanctity of nature.

Key ldea: Religion can offer a moral framework to help society navigate the implications of new
technologies, especially when it comes to questions about what is ethical or permissible.

Example:

Cloning and genetic modification: Some religious groups view the modification of the human
genome or cloning as morally wrong, arguing that it interferes with the natural or divine order.
Artificial intelligence and consciousness: As Al advances, religious thinkers may debate whether
machines could have “souls” or moral status, raising questions about how technology intersects
with ideas of consciousness and personhood.

. Religion and Technology in Tension

Description: In some contexts, technology can challenge traditional religious views. For example,
evolutionary biology and cosmology may conflict with religious creation stories. Similarly, technology
can be seen as leading to secularization, undermining traditional religious beliefs or practices.

Key Idea: Some religious traditions view certain technological advancements as threats to faith or
moral values. They may feel that an over-reliance on technology leads people away from spiritual
concerns and into materialism.

Example:

Bioengineering: Genetic engineering might be seen as an attempt to “play God,” which could
conflict with certain religious teachings about the sanctity of life and natural processes.

The rise of virtual realities: Some argue that technology, like virtual reality, encourages people to
escape from real-world problems or from seeking spiritual enlightenment, thereby disconnecting
them from true, meaningful experiences.

. Technology as a Means of Religious Control and Surveillance

Description: Technology can also be used to enforce religious norms or monitor religious behavior.
Religious institutions or authoritarian governments may use technology to maintain control over
their followers or to track adherence to religious practices.

Key Idea: In some contexts, religious groups or political regimes may use technology to

monitor or control behavior, raising concerns about privacy and individual freedoms.
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e Example:
Surveillance of religious minorities: Some authoritarian regimes use surveillance technology to
monitor the activities of religious minorities, restricting their ability to worship freely.

O Religious apps and monitoring: In some religious communities, apps or digital tools may be used to
track members’ adherence to religious practices (e.g., daily prayer, attendance at services).
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. The Role of Technology in Religious Outreach and Education

e Description: Technology has greatly expanded the scope of religious education and outreach.
Religious texts, teachings, and sermons can now be accessed globally via the internet, allowing
religious groups to reach a broader audience.

e Key ldea: Technology provides a powerful means of spreading religious messages and creating
global communities, especially for religious minorities or those in remote areas.

e Example:
Online courses and e-learning: Many religious organizations and institutions offer online theological
courses, Bible studies, or other religious education programs.

o Digital libraries: Religious texts, scriptures, and commentaries are increasingly available online,

making them more accessible to a global audience.
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. Technology and the Changing Nature of Religious Communities
Description: Technology has allowed new forms of religious community to emerge. Online worship,
virtual congregations, and social media-based religious communities provide alternative ways for
people to connect spiritually, even when geographically dispersed.

e Keyldea: Technology can help individuals who may not have access to physical religious communities

(due to location, health, or other reasons) to form virtual spiritual connections.
e Example: Online forums, virtual prayer groups, or live-streamed services allow people to participate
in religious community life even from a distance.

0o

. Technological Advancement as a Reflection of Divine Creativity
Description: Some religious perspectives see technology as a manifestation of divine creativity.
From this view, the development and use of technology are part of humanity’s role as stewards of
creation and are seen as tools for fulfilling spiritual and moral duties.

e Key ldea: Technology is not inherently good or bad; it depends on how humans use it. In this view,

technology can be seen as a gift or a tool to fulfill a higher purpose.
e Example: Religious thinkers may see technological progress as part of the divine plan, used to
improve human life, alleviate suffering, or understand the natural world.

Technology as a means for religious expression: Many religious groups have embraced technology to
spread their message, for instance, through virtual worship services, or connect with global religious
communities.

Moral concerns: New technologies often raise moral and ethical questions that intersect with religious
principles. For instance, debates about the ethical use of genetic engineering, artificial intelligence,
can invoke religious views on the sanctity of life, human dignity, or divine will.




