Further Reading

Chinese numerals

Chinese numerals are used in dates, money, addresses, phone numbers, measurements
and in counting. To form numbers beyond 10, you combine characters e.g 11 = +— (shi
yi), 20 = — (ér shi), 35 = = 1i (san shiwii) , 100 = — 4 (yi bdi) and 1,000 = —T-
(y1 gian) etc.

The number — (y1) is pronounced 4 (yao) when reading phone numbers, addresses, or
serial numbers. For example: 1501 - yao w ling y1 (phone or room number). The
number — (ér) is used in numbers and mathematical contexts. For example: | — (shi
ér) - Twelve. The number ¥ (lidng) is used when referring to quantities, time, and with
measure words. Examples:

e P (lidng geé rén) - Two people.
e PH#F/K (lidng béi shui) - Two cups of water.

P & (liang didn) - Two o’clock



