Further Reading

Designing Activities for Effective Listening and
Speaking Skills in a Chinese Language
Classroom

Listening and speaking are foundational language skills that enable learners to engage
in meaningful communication. Effective listening helps in comprehension,
pronunciation accuracy, and contextual understanding, while speaking skills build
confidence and fluency. By designing appropriate activities, you can create an
immersive learning experience that supports learners’ language development.
e Listening helps learners recognize tones, pronunciation, and sentence
structures.
e Speaking allows learners to practice tone differentiation and fluency.
e Combining both skills improves overall language proficiency and
confidence.
Designing Effective Listening Activities
To improve listening comprehension, consider incorporating the following activities:
1. Interactive Storytelling - Play recorded stories and ask learners to answer
comprehension questions.
2. Tone Recognition Games - Provide audio clips of similar-sounding words and
ask learners to differentiate them.
3. Listening Dictation - Play sentences or dialogues and have learners write
what they hear.
4. Real-Life Conversations - Use authentic dialogues from Chinese speakers to
familiarize learners with natural speech patterns.
Developing Engaging Speaking Activities
Developing speaking skills requires interactive and structured practice. Some effective
activities include:
1. Role-Playing Scenarios - Assign real-life situations such as ordering food or
asking for directions in Chinese.
2. Pronunciation Drills - Use tongue twisters and tone exercises to refine
articulation.
3. Pair and Group Discussions - Encourage learners to practice conversational
Chinese with their peers.
4. Presentation Challenges — Have learners introduce themselves, share a short
story, or describe an image using learned vocabulary.
When introducing these activities, consider the learners’ proficiency levels and
cognitive abilities. Use scaffolding techniques to guide them from simple to more
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complex tasks. Provide constructive feedback and create a supportive learning
environment where mistakes are viewed as learning opportunities.



