Further Reading

Strategies for Teaching Punctuation Marks in
Chinese

1. Use Visual Aids

Introduce punctuation marks one at a time with clear explanations and examples. Use
PowerPoint slides, charts, or posters to illustrate the differences between Chinese
punctuation (, . ) and English punctuation (.,). Provide side-by-side sentence
comparisons in both languages to highlight their distinctions.

2. Contextual Learning

Present short Chinese texts or dialogues with missing punctuation and have learners
insert the correct marks. Use familiar sentences and real-life examples to demonstrate
how punctuation affects meaning and readability.

3. Interactive Activities and Games
Engage learners with hands-on activities such as:

e Punctuation Relay - Learners take turns adding punctuation to an
unpunctuated sentence.

e Sentence Sorting - Provide jumbled sentences with incorrect punctuation and
have learners rearrange them correctly.

4. Guided Writing Exercises

Ask learners to write short sentences or paragraphs, then revise them with a focus on
punctuation placement. Organize peer-review sessions where learners check and
correct each other's punctuation for accuracy.

5. Role-Playing and Dramatization

Assign learners different punctuation marks and have them "act out” their function in a
sentence. Use storytelling and dialogue reading to emphasize how punctuation guides
pronunciation and meaning.

6. Digital and Multimedia Tools

Leverage online quizzes and interactive punctuation exercises to reinforce learning. Use
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videos or animations to explain punctuation functions in Chinese writing. Provide
individualized or group feedback to help learners refine their punctuation use.



