Further Reading

Strategies of Analysing Classroom scenarios

Possible Answers

The following strategies can help in addressing common challenges in Chinese language
learning.

Scenario 1: Grade 4 Learner Struggling with Chinese Tones

Behaviourism by B.F. Skinner emphasizes habit formation, repetition and reinforcement
in language learning. According to this theory, second language acquisition occurs
through imitation, practice and feedback. Incorrect pronunciation of tones can be
attributed to a lack of consistent practice and immediate correction. Without corrective
feedback and reinforcement, the learner continues to produce tones inaccurately
leading to confusion in meaning.

Strategies to address the issue:

1. Repetitive drilling - Engage the learner in structured tone drills, repeating words
and phrases after a teacher or recording.

2. Imitation and modelling - Provide clear audio samples of native speakers
pronouncing tones correctly and encourage the learner to mimic them.

3. Positive reinforcement - Use praise, rewards or points to reinforce correct
pronunciation and encourage continued effort.

4. Error correction and immediate feedback - Offer real-time correction and
demonstrate the correct tone when mistakes are made.

5. Practice with minimal pairs - Use tone contrast exercises (e.g. ma, ma, ma, ma) to
train the learner to distinguish slight differences in pronunciation.

Scenario 2: Grade 5 Learner Translating Directly from Chinese to English

Krashen's theory explains that language acquisition follows a predictable sequence and
errors like direct translation are a natural part of learning. Learners benefit from
comprehensible language input slightly beyond their current level which allows them to
acquire correct sentence structures over time.

Strategies to address the issue:

1. Exposure to rich, meaningful input - Provide learners with Chinese stories,
dialogues and immersive activities to reinforce correct word order.

2. Encourage thinking in Chinese - Use role-playing, peer discussions and guided
sentence building tasks to develop fluency without reliance on translation.

3. Modeling and self-correction - Guide learners to recognize and correct their own
errors, gradually improving their confidence and internalizing Chinese grammar
naturally.
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4. Interactive activities - Implement games, sentence reconstruction exercises and
task-based learning to support natural language development.

Scenario 3: Grade 6 Learner Avoiding Speaking and Writing Activities

Vygotsky’s Sociocultural theory emphasizes the role of social interaction in learning.
Language acquisition occurs through communication with more knowledgeable peers
or instructors within the learner’s Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). The ZPD refers
to the gap between what a learner can achieve independently and what they can
accomplish with guidance and support.

Strategies to address the issue:

1. Scaffolding through peer support - Pair the learner with a more confident peer
for collaborative speaking and writing tasks.

2. Guided learning - Use structured dialogues and modelled writing exercises to
build familiarity with language patterns.

3. Encouraging verbal interaction - Implement low-stake speaking activities such
as role-plays or small-group discussions to create a safe space for language
practice..

4. Providing constructive feedback - Offer positive reinforcement and gentle
corrections to reduce fear of mistakes.

Scenario 4: Limited Access to Native Chinese Speakers

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis postulates that limited exposure to native speakers can
make acquiring authentic pronunciation, sentence structures and cultural aspects
challenging. Krashen’s theory emphasizes comprehensible language input that is
slightly beyond the learner’s current level.

Strategies to address the issue:

1. Engage with authentic materials - Utilize Chinese podcasts, movies and
technology based language tools to provide realistic exposure.

2. Simulated interaction - Role-playing, storytelling and task-based learning
enhance language acquisition through meaningful communication.

3. Peer-to-peer conversations - Encourage discussions among learners to practice
language skills collaboratively.

4. Structured listening exercises - Use teacher-selected audio recordings to help
learners identify correct pronunciation and intonation patterns.

5. Online language exchanges - Provide opportunities for learners to interact with
native speakers via virtual or collaborative platforms.

Scenario 5: Pronunciation Errors Due to Mother Tongue Influence

Vygotsky’s Sociocultural Theory emphasises social interaction, scaffolding and the Zone
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of Proximal Development (ZPD) to support second language acquisition. According to
this theory, learners develop language skills more effectively when they engage in
guided interactions with more knowledgeable others (teachers, peers or digital tools).

Strategies to address the issue:

1.

2.

Phonetic drills - Focus on pronunciation exercises targeting difficult sounds and
tone differentiation.

Visual aids and articulatory feedback - Use diagrams, videos and mirrors to
show learners how to position their tongue and lips correctly.

Interactive practice - Engage learners in peer practice, role-playing and
pronunciation-based games.

Digital tools - Provide real-time feedback through technology i.e. pronunciation
apps to help learners self-correct.

Repeated exposure - Encourage listening and imitation through Chinese media
and structured speaking exercises.



