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Play Based Learning Approaches 
There	 are	 various	 play-based	 learning	 methods	 that	 you	 can	 utilize	 in	 a	 Chinese	
classroom.	 Role-playing	 and	 dramatization	 help	 learners	 practice	 real-life	 scenarios,	
enhancing	creativity	and	communication.	Storytelling	and	puppet	play	develop	listening	
and	comprehension	skills,	while	songs,	rhymes	and	chants	reinforce	vocabulary	through	
rhythm	 and	 repetition.	 Educational	 games	 and	 puzzles,	 such	 as	 flashcard	 matching	
encourage	 active	 participation	 and	 retention.	 For	 kinaesthetic	 learners,	 hands-on	
activities	like	arts,	crafts	and	building	blocks	promote	problem-solving	and	collaboration.	

One	highly	engaging	method	is	the	use	of	songs	for	young	learners.	Songs	create	a	fun,	
immersive	 learning	 environment	 that	 enhances	memory	 retention,	 pronunciation	and	
comprehension.	

Why	Use	Songs	in	Language	Learning?	

● Enhances	Memory	Retention:	The	repetitive	nature	of	songs	helps	learners	recall	
vocabulary	and	sentence	structures	effortlessly. 

● Improves	 Pronunciation:	 Learners	 develop	 better	 tone	 recognition	 and	
pronunciation	by	mimicking	the	rhythm	and	melody	of	songs. 

● Creates	 an	 Engaging	 Environment:	 Songs	make	 learning	 enjoyable	 and	 reduce	
anxiety	in	language	acquisition. 

● Supports	Listening	and	Comprehension	Skills:	Learners	develop	listening	skills	by	
processing	meaning	through	melody	and	rhythm. 

Implementing	Songs	in	Chinese	Language	Teaching	

●  Nursery	Rhymes	and	Simple	Songs	(For	Beginners) 
Example:	"Liǎng	Zhī	Lǎohǔ"	(Two	Tigers)	for	introducing	simple	vocabulary	and	
tones.	
Activity:	Sing	along	with	hand	gestures	to	reinforce	meaning.	

• Call-and-Response	Songs	(For	Intermediate	Learners)	
Example:	Using	rhythm	based	call	and	response	activities	for	question	and	answer	
structures.	
Activity:	Teachers	sing	a	question	and	learners	respond	with	the	correct	phrase.	

● Lyric	Analysis	and	Creative	Song	writing	(For	Advanced	Learners) 
Example:	 Discussing	 the	 meaning	 of	 popular	 Chinese	 songs	 and	 creating	 new	
lyrics	based	on	learned	vocabulary.	
Activity:	Learners	rewrite	familiar	songs	with	their	own	Chinese	sentences.	

	Adapting	Songs	for	Different	Learners	

● Young	Learners:	Use	action-based	songs	with	gestures	and	visual	aids. 
●  Auditory	 Learners:	 Provide	 audio	 recordings	 for	 repeated	 listening	 and	

pronunciation	practice. 
● Kinaesthetic	 Learners:	 Incorporate	 dance	 or	 hand	 movements	 to	 reinforce	

vocabulary. 
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● Older	Learners:	Use	modern	Chinese	pop	songs	to	connect	with	real-life	language	
use. 

	


