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Further Reading

Teaching Strategies in Pronounciation

The table below highlights possible solutions for the various challenges in the pinyin

system:

Common Challenges in pinyin

Suggested solutions

Inconsistent tone pronunciation
(2nd and 34 tone)

Tone drills, isolating problematic tones and
practicing them in pairs, visual aids like
tone charts and physical gestures, reading
aloud activities for pronunciation practice,
tongue twisters, dictation exercises

Distinguishing similar initials e.g.

"zh," "ch," and "sh" sounds

Pronunciation drills, minimal pairs, using
mouth diagrams showing tongue placement
to visualize the difference in articulation,
record and play back exercises for self-
correction

Challenges with the “ii” sound

Pronunciation exercises using contrasting
minimal pairs (e.g. It vs. 1{i), using mouth
movements or diagrams to show tongue and
lip placement during articulation of the
sound, record and play back exercises for
self-reflection

Tone sandhi / tone changes

Listening and speaking drills to reinforce
tone changes using short texts, dialogues,
role plays and real life conversations

Over reliance on pinyin and
neglecting Chinese characters

Activities that integrate pinyin and
characters, writing both in pinyin and
characters, give reading texts in characters

Confusing characters and pinyin

Character to pinyin matching exercises,
flashcards with characters on one side and
Pinyin on the other, focusing on visual
memory and practice

Identifying pinyin and their
corresponding tones in listening
comprehension

Listening exercises i.e. dictations and
writing the correct pinyin and tone of
words, sentences and texts, use apps/
resources for auditory discrimination




