
Session 1

Types of maps and their uses in daily lives

Welcome to the first session in map reading and interpretation.In this session you 

shall examine the types of Maps and their uses in daily lives.

1. Topographical maps

Topographical Maps:

○ Show detailed information about the landscape, contours rivers, lakes, 

forests, roads, and buildings.

○ Contour lines are the most prominent feature, allowing you to visualize 

hills, valleys, and slopes. They also often include symbols for landmarks, 

vegetation, and human-made structures.

2. Atlas maps 



Atlas Maps:

○ Collections of maps that cover a wide range of geographical information, 

often focusing on political, physical, or thematic data.

○ Typically include maps of countries, continents, and the world, often 

with political boundaries, major cities, and physical features like moun-

tains and rivers. Some atlases may also include thematic maps like cli-

mate maps, population density maps, or road maps.

3. Sketch maps 

Sketch Maps:

○ Simple, hand-drawn maps created quickly to represent a specific area or 

route.

○ Usually less detailed than other types of maps, often including basic 

landmarks, directions, and distances. They may use symbols or simple 

drawings to represent features.

USES OF MAPS

Maps have a wide range of uses across various fields:

● Finding your way: Road maps, GPS systems, and online maps are essential for 

finding directions, planning routes, and navigating unfamiliar places.



● Maps help travelers plan their journeys, identify points of interest, and esti-

mate travel times.

● Hikers, campers, and adventurers rely on topographic maps to navigate chal-

lenging terrain, find trails, and plan routes.

● Maps are used in urban planning to analyze land use, identify areas for devel-

opment, and design infrastructure.

● Maps help in managing natural resources like water, forests, and minerals.

● Maps are crucial for emergency response teams to assess damage, coordinate 

relief efforts, and plan evacuation routes.

● Maps are fundamental tools for geographers to study and understand the 

Earth’s surface, climate, and human geography.

● Historical maps provide valuable insights into past civilizations, settlements, 

and territorial changes.

● Maps are widely used in classrooms to teach geography, history, and other 

subjects.

● Military forces use maps for planning operations, logistics, and troop move-

ments.

● Maps are essential for gathering intelligence and analyzing enemy movements.

● Businesses use maps to analyze market areas, identify customer demograph-

ics, and plan distribution routes.

● Real estate agents use maps to assess property values, identify potential buy-

ers, and market properties effectively.

Assessment 

1. Give two reasons why maps are important in daily life.

2. Explain one way in which maps are used in business and trade.


